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In many cases, youth substance use is more closely 

related to what teens believe friends do than what is 

actually going on.  Research shows that adolescents 

are more likely to use a  substance if they BELIEVE 

rates of use are high among their peers and/or     

believe it is generally excepted behavior by most 

people. Recent data suggest that the general         

perception of risk for using marijuana by youth has decreased, leading to an     

INCREASE in actual use. This is one explanation for why we are seeing a gradual 

increase in the use of marijuana again by our youth.  

The national 2012 Monitoring the Future Survey reveals a perfect example of how 

over the past five years we’ve seen a significant decrease in the perception of risk 

for marijuana use by 12th graders in this country and a direct 

increase in actual use. See graph below: 

Recent national and local data have revealed that 

the use of marijuana by youth is back on the rise. 

 

 

 

MYTH 

1.    Marijuana is     

harmless. 

 

 

2. Marijuana is not  

addictive. 

 

3.     There is no real danger 

in driving under the  

influence of marijuana. 

FACT 

1. Marijuana use can lead to a host of 

significant health, social, learning, and 

behavioral problems at a crucial time 

in a young person's development. 

 

2.     Each year, more kids enter treatment 

with a primary diagnosis of marijuana 

dependence than  

         for all other illegal drugs combined. 

 

3.      A recent analysis of data from several 

studies found that marijuana use more 

than doubles a driver’s risk of being in 

an accident. 

Vs. 

Resource: Substance Abuse &Mental Health Services Agency, 2011 

What You Can Do 

Most parents are surprised to learn that they are 
the most powerful influence on their children 
when it comes to drugs.  Kids need to hear how 
risky marijuana use can be. They need to know 
how damaging it can be to their lives.  And they 
need to begin by listening to someone they trust - 
like YOU!  By staying involved, knowing what their 
kids are doing, and  setting limits with clear rules 

and consequences, parents can help keep their kids drug-free. 

 

 

 If providing alcohol for your 

adult guests, always have plenty 

of low-alcohol and alcohol-free 

beverages available as well. 

 Be aware of youth present. Never 

serve to minors and make sure 

that other adults are not serving 

youth at the event either. 

 Always have food available 

throughout the party. 

 As the host, drink minimally or 

not at all, so you can think clearly 

and act quickly to deal with  or 

avoid potential problems. 

 Have a plan to deal with any 

guest who drinks too much. Find 

out how guests will be getting 

home and promote the use of 

designated drivers and keep cash 

and telephone numbers on hand 

for taxis. 

 Stop serving alcohol an hour  

before the party is over. 

The Task Force wishes you a fun & safe 

Super Bowl!  Remember, plan ahead 

and celebrate responsibly. 

Team Work Makes the 

Dream Work! 
Attend an upcoming Task Force Team strategy 

meeting to find out how you can help to prevent 

substance abuse in our community. 

Medication Abuse Prevention (MAP) Team: 

February 13, noon to 1 PM, at Prevention Works 

Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drug  (ATOD)                  

Prevention Team: February 13, 5 to 6 PM, at  

Elizabeth Upjohn Community Healing Center 

Data & Evaluation Team: February 8, 9 to 10:30 AM, 

at Prevention Works 

 

 

 

 January 28 -  February 3 

Follow the Task Force on  

Facebook the entire week as 

each day we will post a new 

drug fact. Find us on     

Facebook by searching: 

Kalamazoo County          

Substance Abuse Task 

Force.   “Like Us”! 

Safe  Party Tips! 

 

9th graders reported a 1.2% 

increase in marijuana use 

from 2010 to 2012, and 11th 

graders reported a 1.3%   

increase in marijuana use 

from 2010 to 2012. 

(Michigan Profile for 

Healthy Youth Survey) 

In Kalamazoo County: 

http://www.kzootaskforce.com/

